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think their wages too smaD; that priests or monks may 
lawfully kill those who injure them or their order ; that it 
is lawful to kill those who speak ill of us, if we cannot 
»top them in any other way ; that it is lawful to circulate 
false slanders against those who we fear may hurt tis ; that 
it is not the daty of Christians to avoid immediate occa- 
sions of sin, if their doing so should give a handle for 
people talking or be inconvenient to them ;" also (in p. 92, 
col. 1), that " the command is not so much to love God as 
not to hate him." 

All these horrible opinions Pascal found in books ap- 
proved and sanctioned by the authorized tribunals of the 
Church of Eome !* Those tribunals had not thought it ne- 
cessary to blot out any of those things! The books of the 
Jesuits pass easily ; not like the Bible of VataWus. The 
Jesuits are " safe men" — they will never teach that "images 
are not to be worshipped," or that " God alone is to be 
served," or that "hearts are purified by faith," or that 
" he who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ shall not die 
eternally ;" and, therefore, the Jesuits are not objects of 
suspicion at Eome, and the Church of Eome does not think 
it necessary to blot out the greatest idolatries and impieties 
that they can publish in their books. 

We shall return to this subject again ; and in the mean 
time our readers may learn, from the examples we have 
given, sometliing of the real object and practical working 
of that vast system which the Church of Eome has estab- 
lished of forbidding, correcting, and approving of books by 
her authorized tribunals. They may see as in a glass what 
doctrines the Church of Kome wishes to blot out from the 
minds of her members, and what doctrines she is willing 
to circulate among them. 



TALK OF THE EOAD— NO. XXUI. 

" Jem,'' said Pat, " do you mind the talk wo had about 
the 'Glories of M.^ry?"'t 

"I do, well, Pat," said Jem, " that won't be forgotten 
easy." 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " I have got a match for it 
anyway." 

" And what is it. Fat?" said Jem. 

"AVhy, then, it's the 'Glories of Joseph,' the husband of 
Mary," said Pat. 

" Ay," said Jem, " and had he glories too?" 

" Why, you know, in course Jem," said Pat, " sure a 
man wouldn't be behind his wife, you know." 

"Well, but Pat," said Jem, "it isn't the same; for 
sure the Blessed Virgin was the real mother of Jesus 
Christ, but Joseph wasn't his father." 

" Well, Jem, here's the book," said Pat, pulling a little 
book out of his pocket, with " The Glories of St. Joseph"t 
printed in big letters on it. 

" Sure enough, there it is," said Jem ; " what's coming 
now at all?" 

Perhaps our readers are saying just the same ; and 
if they read on they will know. 

" Why, just listen to the sense of this, Jem," said Pat, 
" doesn't the book make Joseph as great as the Blessed 
Virgin herself? Just read this, man ;" and so Jem read, 
" If, therefore, she be a princess, he is a prince ; and he 
is also king wherever she is queen" — ^p. 15. "And now, 
Jem," said Pat, " isn't she the queen of heaven ; and isn't 
it plain by the book that Joseph is the king of heaven?" 

'' Well, Pat, there's a big if in that," said Jem. 

" Sure there is, Jem," said Pat, " and don't I just want 
you to take the big ir along with you all through ? If she 
is the Queen of heaven sure her husband be to be the King. 

" Well, Pat, I see it now," said Jem, " and sure enough 
there's more reason in you nor in the book ; it's a great if 
entirely." 

"And in course, Jem," said Pat, " there's more follows 
on that ; read this here ;" so Jem read — " rich Joseph, 
to whom God himself becomes a beggar!" — p. 16. 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " that does beat all ; I wonder 
how any living man durst write it !" 

" WeU, Jem," said Pat, " sure it follows quite natural, 
out of the big if : will you read this now." So Jem read 
— " God helps us in all necessities by St. Joseph, as by his 
plenipotentiary, to let us understand, that as he was sub- 
ject to him in all things upon earth as to a father, so he 
was the same in heaven, granting whatever he asked" — 
p. 47. " Now," said Pat, "isn't Joseph king in heaven, 
if God himself is subject to Joseph there?" 

"Oh, Pat," said Jem, " it's too bad entirely for any 
Christian to listen to: I wonder the Irish people does not 
rise up at once again snch things." 

"Maybe the people is waiting for the priests and bishops 
to rise up again such things," said Pat ; " sure, it is the 
bishops and priests that ought to put down books that 
teaches such shocking things again the Christian faith." 

• Some propositions from the writings of the Jesuits -were con- 
Mmned at various periods subsecinent to the year IMO; which con- 
demnations we may protiatjly have to refer to again ; ant) the order 
m^ "i?^ abolished in 1772. But as the propositions quoted by Pascal 
in!i « .v ™ from boolu formaUy approved by the Cliurch of Rome, 
!~. ~ t '"^'^" ''^"^ ''"^ '"^^" restored to the highest favour and 
^er in tlie Church of Rome, we feel at liberty to use the approba- 
ams actually giren to them. The Tariations of the Indexes, eome- 
jmra approving and sometimes condemning the very same things, will 

t Sj^T"'^''"^ LAiiiAir, ToL I., pase 40. 18SJ. 
>Mnf«^Hl'»°v'i ■'"*!'''• fro™ lie French of Father Panl Bartle. 
mntoa By Bichard Grace, CathoUc Bookseller, Daihn, 1843. 



"Well, Pat, that's past waiting for. Sure, don't I see 
hero in the first page, that it's printed by Grace, the great 
Catholic bookseller, and sure, the Bishops would have only 
to say the word to stop it at once." 

" But who ever heard the bishop or the priests say one 
word against such books as that, Jem ?" said Pat. " Sure 
they keep all that for the Bible. And, sure, look here at 
the end ; here's all the indulgences that the popes give to 
every one that stands up for Joseph. Why, here's one 
tliat gives an indulgence of 300 days in purgatory to every 
one for every time that he prays to Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph, all together. Why, how could the priests or the 
bishops go again that ?" 

" That's plain, Pat," said Jem ; " we must quit all they 
say and do, to keep to Christ alone." 

" Well, there's more things in it, Jem," said Pat, "sure 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is the Trinity on earth! (pages 17 
and 26) ; and Joseph was the handsomest man at aU; 
why wouldn't he? Sure the book jsays Jesus Christ 
wouldn't take an ugly man to be ^i^ father, but one as 
handsome as himself." — page 20. 

" Stop there, Pat," said Jem, " till I find what the Bible 
says about Jesus Christ." So Jem found it in Isaiah liii. 
2. — " There is no beauty in him, nor comeliness, and there 
was no sightliness that we should be desirous of him." 
" So you see, Pat," said Jem, the book is only inventing 
lies." 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " here's a place to tell how easy 
devotion to St. Joseph is ; it's just the easiest thing at all ; 
only a picture, or a bit of a prayer or two. 'Deed he 
doesn't ask much for all he does." 

" And what does he do at all?" said Jem. 

" A deal of things," said Pat. " If there's anything 
lost, it's only to go to St. Joseph (p. 84), and he'll look 
till he finds it ; and, sure, that would keep him busy in 
Ireland itself, let alone the rest of the world. Or if there's 
a match to be made between a boy and a girl, only get 
St. Joseph at it, and it's done (p. 127) ; and he can put 
his hand to anything ; for if a girl is in love, it's only to 
go to St. Joseph, and he'll put that out of her head in 
nine days (p. 108) ; and if a couple want children, Joseph's 
the man, though he had none of his own (p. 128) ; and 
he's the best man-midwife at all (p. 127) ; and for saving 
the agents from the ribbonmen he heats the scapular all 
out ;* for see here's a story of a man that was shot with a 
blimderbuss, with thirty slugs in it, and every slug went 
into his body, and three of them staid in his belly, and 
one of them was beat flat on his nose, and he wasn't a 
hair the worse ; and sure the man that wrote the book 
says, that the man that was shot told him the story him- 
self"— p. 132. 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " I'm thinking one oi other of 
them was a mighty great liar, and no mistake." 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " there was a convent, and no 
nuns going into it, and St. Joseph got them a young lady, 
with a good fortune, and the book says ' which favour will 
never be forgotten by that community.' Sure enough it's 
girls with fortunes they take in, and not poor unfortunate 
creatures that it would be the place for." 

But, Jem, hei'e's something that^^a>od ; it's about the 
interior or spiritual life in the soul,Bl^ it makes out this 
spiritual life is faith, hope, charity, religious adoration, 
thanksgiving, humiliation — p. 95. 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " I think that's as true as if it 
was in the Bible." 

" So it is, Jem," said Pat. " But sec here, Jem, what 
the book says next." So Jem read (p. 90), " in a com- 
mimity of uiree score religious^ you will scarce find six 
true interior persons ; and amongst a hundred religious 
men, or five hundred seculars,X it would be hard to find 
ten such as we speak of, who are eminent in their inte- 
rior Ufe, and make their desire of perfection theii' chief 
endeavour." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " that's the sorest thing 
I heard yet again the convents and the priests ; I wonder 
how did it get into the book at all." 

" Well maybe it isn't easy to write a book, and let no 
word of truth get into it at all," said Pat ; " but there it's 
down in the book, however it got in." 

So Pat went on — " Well, Jem, here's quare things ; 
there's a great day for St. Joseph every year in Canada, 
and just read the story." So Jem read (p. 73) — "Also many 
doECns of great rockets, twelve at a time, resting somewhilc 
between each dozen. At the close of the evening the 
governor of Quebec (accompanied with all his oflicers, in 
sight of a great number of savages who live round the 
country come to see the solemnity) puts fire to these 
machines ; the wonderful sight whereof gives great occa- 
sion to the savages to honour and esteem St. Joseph, for 
whom they perceive the Christians have so great a vene- 
ration." 

" Well," said Jem, " that beats all ways over 1 hoard 
of making Christians of savages ; but I never heard tell of 
it in any of the letters the people wrote home." 

" Well, I suppose it's an old story now," said Pat ; 
" and sure if all the savages is converted, there would be 
no more call for rockets. But here's a story as quare, 
about a lady called Margeret de Chateau, who had a 



* See CiTHOLio Latxas, vol. II., 1853, p. 66. 
t The word '* retigiona" here means nuus. The passage shows how 
improper it is to use the word of all who are members of an order. 
t "Seculars" here meana priests. 



great regard for Jesus, Mary, and Joseph ; and now res 
that, Jem," said Pat. So Jem road— "After she wi 
dead, she was opened, and in her heart they found t_hr« 
precious stones, on which were engraved the three objec 
of her love." — page 53. " Now, Jem," said Pat, " do yc 
believe there ever was a woman that had her heart fall ( 
little stones, just like the gizzard of an old fowl ?" 

" Well, 'deed, Pat," said Jem, " I don't believe Go 
Almighty ever made a woman with a gizzard instead of 
heart. But what will the Catholic books eome to at all? 

"Well, Jem," said Pat, "hear the advice that th 
Blessed Virgin gives, however the book got at it." S 
Jem read (pi^e 129) — " Wherefore if we desire her to ad 
vise us what is best to secchb our salvation, we can 
not doubt but she will say, ' be devout to St. Joseph ; lov 
my dear spouse, St. Joseph.' " 

" Oh, stop, stop, Pat," said Jem, " I can't stand it an; 
more ; to think us poor Irish is let to read such books, t( 
set us so far astray about otur salvation, and the Word o 
the living God kept off us. Oh, doesn't it cry out agains 
them that allows it ? Will there never be no light no: 
knowledge from God, to them that's kept in darkness ant 
the shadow of death ?" 

"Well, Jem," said Pat, "it's enough to give one : 
henrtscald again the Church of Eome, sure enough ; hu 
I'll only look out one thing more : here's a whole chaptei 
to explain why the worship of St. Joseph was so late get- 
ting into the Church. Why, the book says that, ' in tht 
primitive ages no mention is made of any particular devotiot, 
to this saint (p. 29) ; and it says, / cannot, therefore, bui 
own that this marked devotion towards St. Joseph is only oj 
late standing' (p. 29) ; and the book makes out that no one 
did worship Joseph for 1,400 years after Christ (p. 30), 
and that was all '■for St. Joseph's greater honour' (p. 35) ; 
and it allows that St. Teresa ' was the first who set up the 
standard of devotion to St. Joseph' (p. 48) ; and 'deed, 
Jem," said Pat, " when I came to th.it, I thought to my- 
self, it's little call we have to trust to the saints, if they set 
us that far astray." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " if any prays to St. Joseph 
after that, it's their own faults ; but how will it be with the 
priests that never says a word against such books, and with 
the bishops that doesn't stop the Catholic booksellers from 
printing the like ?" 

Plenty of such books there are, printed and circulated 
for the Irish people to read instead of the Bible. And if 
Pat and Jem should talk of any more of them, our readers 
m.ay like to hear of that too. 

TO COERESPONDENTS. 

l\'e kave been obliged to postpone several valuable letters, from 
both Roman Cuiholiot tnid Piotestantg, ffom Kant of room. 

We ivould request our correspondents, both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, to limit the length <if their eommunicati(ms,and 
not to discuss a variety of distinct topics in one letter. 

AU tetters to be addressed la the Editor, d, Upper Sackville-st. 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, all letters should be 
forwarded lo the oJTice by the first day of the month. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of ihe journal, which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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There is no subject of deeper interest to every 
humble follower of Jesus Christ, than the pro- 
motion of Christian unity. Truth is one, and 
all those who have embraced the true faith of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, must, to the same extent that 
they have sincerely adopted it, become a real part 
of the one spiritual fold under the one spiritual 
shepherd. Like all other virtues, however, this 
virtue also has its counterfeit. There is unity of 
faith, which must be internal and real, and there 
is unity of profession which may be external 
and unreal. How often, under circumstancea 
unfavourable to the development of truth, has 
the one passed, and been mistaken for, the 
other? 

Those who have watched our progress since 
the commencement of our labours, will not sup- 
pose that we are in love with religious contro- 
versy for its own sake. We think controversy 
only tolerable when conducted in a mild and 



